Application of ultrafast computed tomography for diagnosis of perivalvular abscesses. Surgical implications.
The presence of a perivalvular abscess is associated with an increased risk of morbidity and mortality with valve replacement and can require extensive debridement and reconstructive procedures. An accurate noninvasive method for preoperative diagnosis may hasten operation and aid in preoperative and surgical management. Two cases are presented in which ultrafast computed tomography accurately identified perivalvular abscesses not detected on two-dimensional transthoracic echocardiography and guided operative intervention.